Year 4 Lea Writing Ladders
Vocab grammar and punctuation
1. I can use fronted adverbials eg: Later
this afternoon,
2. I can use expanded noun phrases
including adjectives, nouns and
prepositions eg all adult foxes in this
area…
3. I can use the present perfect in
contrast to the past tense
4. I know the standard verb agreement
eg: we were not we was
I can use:
5. conjunctions,
6. adverbs
7. prepositions
to express time and cause
I know the terms:
8. determiner
9. pronoun
10. possessive pronoun
11. adverbial
I can use:
12. capital letters*
13. full stops*
14. question marks*
15. commas for lists*
16. apostrophes for contraction*
17. I can use a comma after a fronted
adverbial
18. I can use an apostrophe for regular and
irregular plurals eg The boys’ cloakroom,
the children’s toys
19. I can use inverted commas and punctuation
inside for direct speech eg: “Where is your
homework?” asked the teacher.
Spelling
20. I can spell 25%+ of the year 3 4 words
21. I can spell 40% + of the year 3 4 words
22. I know 25-35% of the spelling patterns
and rules below
23. I know 35%+ of the spelling patterns and
rules below
24. I can use the first two or three letters of
a word to check a spelling in a dictionary.
25. I can spell all of the words on the Y3/4
word list.

Updated October 2017

Year 4 Lea Writing Ladders
Composition, Text Structure and Organisation
26. I can discuss and record ideas based on
writing similar to what we are working on
27. I can use paragraphs to organise my work
28. I am using a rich and varied vocabulary
29. I am using a range of sentence structures
30. I can use nouns and pronouns to link ideas
31. I can compose and rehearse sentences orally
with a partner
In fiction I can independently create:
32. Settings
33. Characters
34. plot
35. I can assess my (and others) work and make
improvements with or without a partner
36. I can discuss changing grammar and vocabulary
including accurate use of pronouns
Handwriting
37. I can use the diagonal and horizontal
strokes that are needed to join letters.
38. My handwriting is joined, consistent and
legible

Autumn = pink, Spring = yellow, Summer = green
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